
Sunday 28th January – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

Today’s Readings 

Morning HC: Revelation 12.1-5a ; Mark 1.21-28 

 MP: Psalm 111 ; Jeremiah 1.4-10 ; Mark 1.40-45 

Evening C: Mark 1.21-28  

Prayer for the week 

Almighty God, 

you have created the heavens and the earth 

and made us in your own image: 

teach us to discern your hand in all your works 

and your likeness in all your children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

9.00 am Morning Prayer at St Bartholomew, Wanborough 

10.30 am Holy Communion at St Laurence, Seale 

6.00 pm Virtual Compline, by Zoom 

For all zoom services please use this link: Church Services, then enter Passcode: 2022 
Or by phone - dial one of the following: 0203 901 7895 ; 0208 080 6591 
Meeting ID: 81259506242 – then enter Passcode 2022, followed by # when asked 
(you may need to repeat the last step) 
Download Order of Service here: Virtual Compline 

https://zoom.us/j/81259506242
https://www.spw-surrey.com/spw/wiki/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Compline.pdf


FROM THE RECTORY DESK 

The Epiphany cycle ends on 2nd February with the Feast of 
the presentation of Christ in the temple also known as 
Candlemas. The Nave window near the pulpit in St. 
Laurence church features Simeon and Anna  at the 
customery purification rites for the first born.The faces 
are believed to be locals. 

The event is described in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 2:22–
40). According to the gospel, Mary and Joseph took the Infant Jesus to 
the Temple in Jerusalem forty days (inclusive) after His birth to complete 
Mary's ritual purification after childbirth, and to perform the redemption of the 
firstborn son, in obedience to the Torah (Leviticus 12, Exodus 13:12–15, etc.). Luke 
explicitly says that Joseph and Mary take the option provided for poor people (those 
who could not afford a lamb; Leviticus 12:8), sacrificing "a pair of turtledoves, or two 
young pigeons." Leviticus 12:1–4 indicates that this event should take place forty 
days after birth for a male child, hence the Presentation is celebrated forty days after 
Christmas.  

Upon bringing Jesus into the temple, they encountered Simeon. The Gospel records 
that Simeon had been promised that "he should not see death before he had seen 
the Lord's Christ" (Luke 2:26). Simeon then uttered the prayer that would become 
known as the Nunc Dimittis, or Canticle of Simeon, which prophesied 
the redemption of the world by Jesus: 

"Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes 
have seen your salvation which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel". (Luke 2:29–
32).  

Simeon then prophesied to Mary: "Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of 
many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed. (Luke 2:34–
35).  

The elderly prophetess Anna was also in the Temple, and offered prayers and praise 
to God for Jesus, and spoke to everyone there of His importance to redemption in 
Jerusalem . 

Poverty prevented Mary and Joseph presenting a lamb, however I like the 
interpretation that says Jesus was the Lamb offered for blessing, so no need for 
another. 

Candlemas Blessings, 

Rector 
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This is the last of our weekly Sunday Supplements, next week will begin a monthly 
edition SS Plus which will contain all the usual information and more including 
national and local church news. The New monthly format  will also help us to save on 
paper and printing costs and improve our carbon footprint. 

All those in the parish recovering at home. 

Those experiencing poverty and hardship.  

The victims of war in Ukraine. 

The safety of hostages held by Hamas. 

The safety of shipping crews in the volatile Red Sea. 

Under GDPR rules we need permission to name verbally or in print anyone who is ill 

and needs our prayers, so please let us know if we can pray for you. 

DIARY FOR THE WEEK 

Tue 30 Jan 12.00 – 2.00 pm Shepherd’s Rest Café at The Good Shepherd, The 

Sands (and every Tuesday) 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Wed 31 Jan 2.00 pm Bible Hub at The Good Shepherd, The Sands 

Studies in John’s Gospel 

Wed 14 Feb 2.00 – 4.30 pm Tower Café at St John the Baptist, Puttenham.  

(and every 2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Please contact the Rector if you are unable to attend 

church and would like to receive Communion at home. 

Also, contact the Rector if you would like a visit from 

our Lay Pastoral Visitors.  

Services next Sunday – 4th February 2 before Lent 

9.00 am Morning Prayer at The Good Shepherd, The Sands 
(Deuteronomy 8.1-10 ; Matthew 6.25-34) 

10.30 am Holy Communion at St John the Baptist, Puttenham 
(Colossians 1.15-20 ; John 1.1-14) 

6.00 pm Virtual Compline, by Zoom 
(Matthew 6.25-34) 



GIFTING TO THE CHURCH 

BY BANK TRANSFER OR STANDING ORDER: to 
the SPWPCC bank account, which is at Lloyds 
Bank, Farnham, sort code 30 93 20, account 
number 02210758, (do include your name for 
reference).  
BY CHEQUE: Send to the Treasurer, c/o The Rectory, Elstead Road, Seale, Farnham, 
GU10 1JA. Contact the Churchwardens for Gift Aid forms and increase the value of 
your giving.  
CONTACTLESS: now available at Seale, Puttenham and Wanborough. 
ONLINE: once or monthly by following this link, where you will find a Gift Aid option. 
PARISH GIVING SCHEME To change your regular Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) 
donation, please write to: Parish Giving Scheme, 76 Kingsholm Road, Gloucester  
GL1 3BD, email to info@parishgiving.org.uk or phone 0333 002 1260. It helps to 
include the PGS reference number, which can be found below your address on PGS 
correspondence. If you would like to start a regular PGS donation, or have any 
questions, please contact Mike Cloughley, our PGS coordinator: Telephone number: 
01252 793639 Email: cloughley@btinternet.com 

Please contact any member of the Ministry or 

Pastoral team if you are anxious, lonely or would like 

a spiritual or social chat.  

THE RECTOR: 01252 783057 or Rector@spw.org.uk  

CHRISTOPHER TUCKWELL LLM: 01252 718676  

PASTORAL TEAM:   Linda Thatcher & Kathleen Smith  

SAFEGUARDING AND DBS OFFICER 

ANNE CONCANEN: 01483 811017 

You can contact Anne confidentially if you have any 

safeguarding concerns. 
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