
Sunday 26th December – Feast of St Stephen 

Today’s Readings 

Morning: HC:  Acts 7.51-60 ; Matthew 10.17-22 

FROM THE RECTORY DESK  

Dear Friends, 

The striking thing about Boxing Day is the fact that the 

church moves from birth to death all within a day. The 

martyrdom of Stephen, first recorded as a Christian 

witness who lost his life for speaking the truth about Christ. Paul was chief amongst 

the instigators of his death, which may have remained a thorn in his conscience for 

all time, yet ironically Stephen’s death was the “seed that blossomed in St. Paul” as 

the sonnet writer Malcolm Guite so aptly expresses: 

10.30 am United Holy Communion (CW) at St Laurence, Seale 

Prayer for this week 

Gracious Father, 

who gave the first martyr Stephen 

grace to pray for those who took up stones against him: 

grant that in all our sufferings for the truth 

we may learn to love even our enemies 

and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt, 

looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us, 

Jesus Christ, our mediator and advocate, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



Witness for Jesus, man of fruitful blood, 

Your martyrdom begins and stands for all. 

They saw the stones, you saw the face of God, 

And sowed a seed that blossomed in St. Paul. 

When Saul departed breathing threats and slaughter 

He had to pass through that Damascus gate 

Where he had held the coats and heard the laughter 

As Christ, alive in you, forgave his hate, 

And showed him the same light you saw from heaven 

And taught him, through his blindness, how to see; 

Christ did not ask ‘Why were you stoning Stephen?’ 

But ‘Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ 

Each martyr after you adds to his story, 

As clouds of witness shine through clouds of glory. 

On the threshold of another New Year may the first of our prayers be for our 

Christian brothers and sisters in Christ who face daily personal injury or even death 

because of their love for the Lord we serve and whose birth we celebrate. 

Blessings, 

Rector 

 

We are delighted to welcome you at worship in our four 

churches, please help us stay safe from Covid transmission by 

observing the following: 

 

• Please use the sanitising gel  

• Please wear a mask and keep it on especially when hymn 

singing 

• Please sit a safe distance from others 

• Please don’t physically share the peace 

• Please give your name for test and trace 

• Please put your collection in the retiring plate 

• Please move around as directed by the Churchwarden 

• Please take a lateral flow test at home of you can and act on 

the result 

Please contact the Rector if you are unable to attend church 
and would like communion at home. 

 



DIARY FOR THE WEEK 

FUTURE DATES 

Thursday 6 January – Feast of the Epiphany 

 6.00 pm Holy Communion (CW) at The Good 

Shepherd, The Sands 

(Note: no Choir Practice this week) 

HOW TO GIVE GENEROUSLY TO YOUR CHURCH  

1. Send your gift electronically to the Seale, 
Puttenham and Wanborough bank account, 
which is at Lloyds Bank, Farnham, sort code 30 
93 20, account number 02210758, account name SPWPCC (it would be 
immensely helpful if you could add your name as a reference). 

2. Send the money by post to Michael Thorpe, Treasurer, Delamere House, 
Greenacres, Runfold, GU10 1QH 

3. Set up a monthly standing order to the above bank account. Michael will 
supply you with a Gift Aid form for any payments which you are kind 
enough to make.  

PARISH GIVING SCHEME If you would like to change your regular 

Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) giving please write to: Parish Giving 

Scheme, 76 Kingsholm Road, Gloucester GL1 3BD or email to 

info@parishgiving.org.uk Or phone 0333 002 1260. It helps if the 

PGS reference number, which can be found below your address on PGS 

correspondence, is quoted. If you would like to start your regular Parish Giving 

Scheme (PGS), or have any questions about it, please contact Mike Cloughley, 

our PGS coordinator: Telephone number: 01252 782304 Email: 

cloughley@btinternet.com 

Services next Sunday – 2nd January Christmas 2 

9.00 am Morning Prayer at The Good Shepherd, The Sands 

10.30 am Morning Prayer at St Laurence, Seale 

10.30 am Holy Communion (CW) at St John the Baptist, Puttenham 

6.00 pm Virtual Compline by Zoom 

mailto:cloughley@btinternet.com


Please contact any member of the ministry team if you are 

anxious, lonely or would like a spiritual or social chat.  

THE RECTOR: 01252 783057 or Rector@spw.org.uk  

REVD.PHILIP ROCHE: 01483 423028  

CHRISTOPHER TUCKWELL LLM: 01252 718676  

HELEN ROCHE LLM: 01483 423028  

 

UNDER GDPR rules we need permission to name verbally or in print anyone who is 

ill and needs our prayers, so please let us know if we can pray for you. 

 

SAFEGUARDING AND DBS OFFICER 

Anne Concanen 01483 811017 
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