
Sunday 21st February – Lent 1 

Today’s Readings: 

Morning: 1 Peter 3.18-22 ; Mark 1.9-15 

Prayer for this week 

Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, 
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; 
and, as you know our weakness, 
so may we know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

10.30 am Holy Communion by Zoom 

For all zoom services please use this link: Church Services 

Or by phone - dial one of the following: 

0203 901 7895 ; 0208 080 6591 or Find your local number 

Meeting ID: 987 5792 9381 – Passcode 981857 

Download Order of Service here:  

Zoom Communion Lent and Holy Week 

 

https://zoom.us/j/98757929381
https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=OTg3NTc5MjkzODE.vWZnbg7_P0KIBO8sXOXmmhF1rTqO9FeM&_x_zm_rtaid=fNZyjPpVQsCrkGq_8tSvNg.1612601840543.fe77d6b050ded5998a88051cf1a067ab&_x_zm_rhtaid=954
https://www.spw-surrey.com/spw/wiki/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Service-Booklet-Zoom-Communion-Lent-and-Holy-Week1.pdf


FROM THE RECTORY DESK 

Dear Friends, 

We start our Lenten studies 
programme on Tuesday the 23rd 
at 6pm. I do hope you can join us 
as we explore the significance of 
the seven churches mentioned in 
the book of Revelation. It 
promises to be an interesting and challenging study with input from the 
Ministry team and Marion Thorpe. Below is the NIV translation of the text 
which you will need for our study of the first church at Ephesus. Do read 
through the passage and ask any questions that come to mind or strike 
you as important when we meet. 

The book of Revelation is rich in symbolism understandably so given that 
the author John wrote it incognito to the seven churches of his eldership 
(in Asia Minor) at a time of violent Roman persecution. One thinks of the 
Enigma code in the second world war and how many tried to crack it to 
gain an understanding of what the Nazi militia were about. Fortunately, 
Alan Turing was able to decipher it which proved invaluable as a vital step 
forward towards victory over invading forces. 

This process of deciphering is the way to seek a more enlightened 
understanding of the last book in the Bible. There are certain tools 
available to us that will hopefully help us to crack the enigma and gain 
some knowledge of the mysteries written in the pages of this great book.  

Lenten Blessings, 

Rector 

 

To the Church in Ephesus 

1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him 
who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven 
golden lampstands.  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=revelation+2:1-7


2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that 
you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim 
to be apostles but are not and have found them false.  
3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and 
have not grown weary.  
4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.  
5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at 
first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand 
from its place.  
6 But you have this in your favour: You hate the practices of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  
7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God. 

 
In response to a cover story in the 
Spectator: 'Holy Relic – The Church of 
England as we know it is 
disappearing' published 4 February 2021, 
William Nye, Secretary General, 
Archbishops’ Council of the Church of 
England has responded with the following 

Letter to the Editor (for publication). The letter reads as follows: 
 
Sir,  

As a longstanding and loyal reader of the Spectator, I was disappointed 
in your cover story about the Church of England. 

I was amazed to read the ludicrous claim that the parish system is being 
dissolved like the monasteries, repeated without even a cursory check on 
whether this could possibly be true. We read of a supposed central take-
over of independent dioceses and an imaginary national plan to roll out 
cuts and sell assets to fund more managers. The old canard that the 
Archbishops decided to suspend public worship last year at the height of 
the first wave of the pandemic, rather than the Government, did not even 
get a rudimentary qualification. 

https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/holy-relic-what-will-be-left-of-the-church-of-england-after-the-pandemic


No one from the Spectator called the Church of England to ask whether 
any of these things were true. 

This matters because truth matters. It matters because this kind of 
misinformation is damaging and demoralising to clergy and laity in every 
corner of England who have been worshipping God and serving their 
neighbours in extraordinary new ways, despite the restrictions we have 
all faced during this pandemic. 

There is no national plan to roll out cuts to clergy or to buildings. We 
need our clergy and our lay volunteers - all are part of the people of God - 
and we need our church buildings, which are a precious resource for the 
whole nation.  Some dioceses are having to adjust the balance of 
stipendiary (paid) clergy and other ministers; and to shift where clergy 
are deployed, following movements in the population. Yet we rejoice that 
we have seen an increase in the number of people coming forward to be 
trained and ordained as clergy. This year the number of people being 
ordained into stipendiary ministry will be 43% higher than eight years 
ago. 

Nor is there is a national drive to close churches.  Yes, a small number of 
church buildings do close every year after a complex process in which 
alternatives are carefully explored. Yet we rejoice that we have also been 
reopening churches and planting new congregations.  In the last five 
years, we have planted or reopened or revived over a hundred churches – 
in towns and cities across England, in places such as Blackpool, Preston, 
Rotherham, Wigan, Dudley, Goole, Stockton-on-Tees, Mansfield, 
Swindon, Hastings, and Plymouth. 

These are challenging times, but facts and perspective are important. The 
Church of England has been worshipping God and serving our neighbours 
for many generations. I am confident that we will continue to do so, 
bringing the Gospel of Christ to every community for many generations to 
come. 

William Nye 
Secretary General, Archbishops’ Council, The Church of England  

 



       

We pray for Rhona Conn, currently in the Royal Surrey County Hospital 

 

At a recent meeting of the United SPWPCC it was decided by majority vote 

to close the churches for the foreseeable future until the Covid 19 

infection rate has significantly declined. Surrey has one of the highest 

infection rates in the county of the new strain of the virus. The closure will 

take affect from Sunday 7th February. Instead, there will be a Zoom 

service at 10:30am of Holy Communion. The Opening of all four churches 

for private prayer remain unchanged. Please follow the usual regulations 

for attendance. 

 

CHURCH OPENING TIMINGS FOR PRIVATE PRAYER  

Seale and Puttenham churches every Wednesday 12.00 – 3.00 pm  

Sands and Wanborough churches open every Tuesday 2.00 – 4.00pm and 

every Saturday 10.00 am - 12 noon 

  



  

21st February (The first Sunday of Lent)  

10:30am Holy Communion (CW) Zoom Home Hosted  

23rd 6:00 pm Lent Studies “Seven Churches of the Apocalypse” Zoom 

Home Hosted 

28th February (The Second Sunday of Lent)  

10:30am HC (CW) Zoom Home Hosted 

LENT RESOURCES 

The Archbishop’s Lent Book – written by Hannah Steele and published by 

SPCK – is called 'Living His Story: Sharing the extraordinary love of God in 

ordinary ways' and explores the ideas of story, witness, and evangelism.  

   

LiveLent: God's Story, Our Story invites each of us to reflect on our own 

story of God and how we might share it through our everyday lives as part 

of our Christian witness. It encourages us to take a fresh look at 

evangelism, exploring how Jesus and his first followers communicated the 

good news of God's love by inviting, listening and responding creatively to 

others. For each of the 40 days of Lent, this booklet includes a short Bible 

passage, a reflection and a prayer. The daily reflections follow weekly 

themes - each with an accompanying action - drawn from the Archbishop 



of Canterbury's Lent Book 2021, Living His Story: Sharing the extraordinary 

love of God in ordinary ways by Hannah Steele (SPCK). 

 

Covid 19 has reduced our church services but not our parish expenses so 

we would encourage you to keep your giving at a regular level so that we 

do not fall into debts. Anything extra you wish to give over and above your 

existing generosity would be gratefully received and considerably help our 

church finances. There are three ways in which you can do this: 1. Send 

the money electronically to the Seale, Puttenham and Wanborough bank 

account, which is at Lloyds Bank, Farnham, sort code 30 93 20, account 

number 02210758, account name SPWPCC (it would be very helpful if you 

could add your name as a reference). 2. Send the money by post to 

Michael Thorpe, Treasurer, Delamere House, Greenacres, Runfold, GU10 

1QH 3. Set up a monthly standing order to the above bank account. 

Michael will supply you with a Gift Aid form for any payments which you 

are kind enough to make.  

 

PARISH GIVING SCHEME If you would like to change your regular Parish 

Giving Scheme (PGS) giving please write to: Parish Giving Scheme, 76 

Kingsholm Road, Gloucester GL1 3BD or email to info@parishgiving.org.uk 

Or phone 0333 002 1260. It helps if the PGS reference number, which can 

be found below your address on PGS correspondence, is quoted. If you 

would like to start your regular Parish Giving Scheme (PGS), or have any 

questions about it, please contact Mike Cloughley, our PGS coordinator: 

Telephone number: 01252 782304 Email: cloughley@btinternet.com 

mailto:cloughley@btinternet.com


BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL 

 

This year Bishop Andrew is making a Lent Appeal, asking parishes and 

individuals to make the Bishop of Guildford’s Communities Fund the focus 

of our Lent giving. The Fund provides support to projects which reach out 

to the most vulnerable and marginalised in the diocese. The Coronavirus 

pandemic has meant that most fundraising events have been cancelled, so 

the Fund needs your support more than ever before. Find out 

more http://ow.ly/92sY50DAmdA 

 

 

Please contact any member of the ministry team if you are anxious, lonely 

or would like a spiritual or social chat.  

THE RECTOR: 01252 783057 or Rector@spw.org.uk  

REVD.PHILIP ROCHE: 01483 423028  

CHRISTOPHER TUCKWELL LLM: 01252 718676  

HELEN ROCHE LLM: 01483 423028  

MARCUS BATEMAN LLM: 01483 812057 

 

http://ow.ly/92sY50DAmdA
mailto:Rector@spw.org.uk

